
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
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ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH                              611 WOODVILLE ROAD   

Office Phone:  419-691-3597                                                      Toledo, Ohio  43605   

FAX:  419-691-8952                                   Website:  stmarktoledo.com 
 

 Traditional Worship: 8:30 am 

Contemporary Worship: 10:30 am 
 

Pastor:  Beth Giller                                                            

 

Youth & Family Life Director: Emily Hemminger                     Pastoral Care: Cindy Ritter 

Music Director: Cheryl Dunlap                                                         Organist: Kim Fletcher 

President: Tom Ritter                                                          Vice President: Andrew English  

 
 

WELCOME TO ST. MARK! If you are a visitor please worship with us again. Please 

send us an email if you are a guest, or need to update your information or you need 

assistance to smlc.office@yahoo.com. We also want to know if there have been any 

changes to your address or phone number, you can call the office or email with the new 

information.  
 

 
SIMPLY GIVING  provides an automated way for your commitment to St. Mark to be 

carried out. Your offering through Simply Giving can be withdrawn weekly, semi-

monthly, monthly or any number of ways. Forms can be found at the Welcome Center, or 

through the church office, or by visiting www.stmarktoledo.com and clicking on “Give” at 

the top of the page. 

 
HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE – On Christmas Eve, St. Mark will have two 

services, at 4:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. (with music beginning at 10:30 p.m.)  

Both services will offer Holy Communion and candlelit Silent Night. 

 
On Christmas Day, Sunday, Dec. 25, there will NOT be an in-person service. A short 

online devotion will be available for home use.  
 

 

On New Year’s Day, there will be one service at 9:30 a.m. 

 



 SECOND DAY OF ADVENT                                                       NOVEMBER 20, 2022 

 
(Italics in parenthesis on the right represent the 10:30 service music) 

 

  

 

PRELUDE 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
HYMN #249 - “ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY” 

 

 
                (“Sing For Joy”) Lyrics on page 12 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY – Mighty God 
 

During Advent, we wait for the one promised in scripture. 

And he will be called Mighty God. 

We wait for the one whose power has no limits and whose strength knows no end. 

And he will be called Mighty God. 

We wait for the one whose everlasting light can illuminate the darkest night. 

And he will be called Mighty God. 

We wait for the one whose mercy never ends and whose faithfulness endures forever. 

And he will be called Mighty God. 

 

Candle Lighting 
 

Today we light two candles. The first candle reminds us of the hope found in knowing Jesus 

as our Wonderful Counselor. As we light the second candle, we reflect on the joy found in 

serving a God who is almighty, all-knowing, and always present. Continuing our Advent 

Journey, we joyfully celebrate a Savior who brings hope and a God whose power and strength 

have no limits. 

  

 
1 



“OF THE FATHER’S LOVE”                                                                    JOEL RANEY 

 
 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 
 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who redeems us in Christ Jesus, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

and our neighbors. 

We have ignored voices 

that call for your justice. 

We have neglected actions 

that witness to your righteousness. 

We have spoken and acted 

in ways that disrupt your beloved community. 

We truly repent of things we have done 

and left undone. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Restore our troubled spirits, 

so that we may live in newness, 

follow the way of the Spirit, 

and build up the body of Christ. 

Amen. 
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Rejoice and be glad! 

God hears the prayers of all who cry out, 

and restores us to life through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 

KYRIE (Sung responsively. Music on p. 138 in front of hymnal) 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Music found on p. 140 in hymnal) 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our 

growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

       (Children’s Sermon) 
 

 

 

 

The reading is from Isaiah 11, verses 1 – 10. 
 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
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3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

   

  6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 

 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the  

       nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 
 

 

The reading may be concluded: 
The word of the Lord. 

 

 
 

The assembly responds: 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Music on p. 142 of hymnal) 
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
 

 

 

A reading from the gospel of Matthew 3, verses 1 – 12. 

 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 

when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 

locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, 

and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 

 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of  

repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 

tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is 

lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 

after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather 

his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON – “PREPARING THE WAY”                                          PASTOR GILLER 
 

 

 

 

 

HYMN #257 – “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL” 

 
 

 

     

              (Special Music – “Getting Ready” – Offering) 

 

 
 

(Holy Baptism – Order below) 

 

 
 

 

HOLY BAPTISM (at 10:30 service) 
 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 

sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises 

us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, 

anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 

 

Sponsors for the candidate, in turn, present the candidate: 

We present Violet for baptism. 

 

The presiding minister addresses parents or others who bring for baptism the child who is not 

able to answer for themself: 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Violet 

baptized into Christ? 
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Response: We do. 

 

 

As you bring them to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with them among God's faithful people, 

bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

place in their hands the holy scriptures, 

and nurture them in faith and prayer, 

so that they may learn to trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace. 
 

 

 

Do you promise to help her grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Response: We do. 
 

 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Violet in the Christian faith as you are empowered by 

God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the 

church? 
 

Response: We do. 
 

 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 
 

People of God, do you promise to support Violet and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 
 

We do. 
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The assembly stands. 

 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

 

 

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 

your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 

waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your 

people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free 

from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the 

waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

BAPTISM 
 

 

I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters 

and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

Sustain Violet with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 

your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Violet, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 

Christ forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED (8:30 service) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 

OFFERING 
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DOXOLOGY   

             Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 

 Praise him, all creatures here below. 

 Praise him above, ye heavenly host, 

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

 

 

 

PRAYERS 

 
 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
   
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
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BENEDICTION 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

 

 

                    (Prayers and Lord’s Prayer) 

 
 

 

 

HYMN #267 – “JOY TO THE WORLD” 

 

 

 

 

                    (“Waiting Here For You”) Lyrics on page 12             
 

                  

 

 

  (Benediction and Dismissal) 
 
 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
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LYRICS 
 
SING FOR JOY 
Words and music by Lamont Hiebert  © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music CCLI license #1526594 

 

Verse: If we call to Him, He will answer us 

 If we run to Him, He will run to us 

 If we lift our hands, He will lift us up 

 Come now praise His name, All you saints of God   

 (chorus) 

 

Chorus:Sing for joy to God our strength (repeat twice) 

 Our strength 

  

Verse: Draw near to Him, He is here with us 

 Give Him your love, He’s in love with us 

 He will heal our hearts, He will cleanse our hands 

 If we rend our hearts, He will heal our land  

 

Chorus:Sing for joy to God our strength (repeat 4x’s) 

Our strength 

 

 

 

 

WAITING HERE FOR YOU 
Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves & Martin Smith Arr. Joel Mott & John Wasson  ©2010 sixsteps Music Vamos Publishing  

CCLI #1526594 

 

Verse 1 

If faith can move the mountains 

Let the mountains move 

We come with expectation 

Waiting here for You 

Waiting here for You 

 

Verse 2 

You’re the Lord of all creation 

And still You know my heart 

The Author of salvation 

You’ve loved us from the start 
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Chorus 

Waiting here for You 

With our hands  

lifted high    

in praise 

 

And it’s You  

We adore 

Singing Alle---lu---ia. 

 

Verse 3 

You are ev’rything You’ve promised 

Your faithfulness is true 

And we’re desperate for Your 

presence 

All we need is You. 

 

Chorus 

Waiting here for You 

With our hands 

lifted high    

in praise 

 

And it’s You  

We adore 

Singing Alle---lu---ia. 

 

Worship Leader only: 

We will wait for you Lord 

Stay with you Lord 

We will sing Alleluia 

Singing 

 

All join: 

Alle---lu---ia. 

Alle---lu---ia. 

Singing Alle---lu---ia. 

Alle---lu---ia. 

 

Chorus 2 x’s 

Waiting here for You 

With our hands  

lifted high  

in praise 

 

And it’s You  

We adore 

We’re singing Alle---lu---ia. 

We’re singing Alle---lu---ia 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACOLYTE (8:30 Service) – Codey Shimman                LECTOR (8:30 Service) – Reed Reamsnyder 
 

WE THANK – The Traditional Choir for their gift of music this morning. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS – Are given to the glory of God in memory of the birthday of Trisha 

Hamilton by Glen & Shirley Hamilton & family. 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS – Are available to order, help beautify the church & 

lobby for Christmas Eve Services! You will receive a mention in the bulletin in honor or 

in memory of a loved one(s). Each pot is $11, deadline to order is Tues., Dec. 6th.  

 

STEPHEN MINISTRIES – This morning after the Praise and Worship Service, the Stephen 

Ministry Care Team will be presenting an informational session regarding this ministry at St. 

Mark. If you are interested in learning how to become a Stephen Minister or a Stephen 

Minister Leader, please plan on attending this meeting. There will be a sign-up table after each 

service so that we can plan on how many will be in attendance.   

 

BIBLE STUDY – Please Join Pastor Cindy Ritter in the December Bible study “Mary, the 

Mother of Jesus.” Tuesdays December 6th & 13th in person at St. Mark in the Chapel at 10 

am and on Zoom at 7:11 pm. A Field Trip is planned for Friday Dec. 9th at 4 pm St. Paul's 

Lutheran Church 428 N. Erie Street for the "Picturing Mary Exhibit" and the Nativity Festival. 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD DINNER – takes place on every last Wednesday of each month.  

The next dinner will be on Wednesday, December 28th at 5 pm.
 

TOY DRIVE – The East Toledo Family Center operates a Toy Drive every year in an 

effort to help over 200 families in need. Because we want to help make their Christmas a 

more joyful time of year, St. Mark is collecting new or used (as long as they are clean and 

in good condition) toys from now until December 5th. On that day, volunteers will take 

the toys to the East Toledo Family Center to be distributed to the families that have been 

signed up. You may drop toys off at St. Mark during the hours of 9 pm - 3 pm Tuesday 

through Thursday, or 1 pm - 3 pm on Mondays and Fridays. Or you could bring them 

during church services on Sundays. Call (419) 691-3597 if you have any questions. Let’s 

help make this Christmas Season a happy time of year for all! 
 

SIMPLY GIVING – provides an automated way for your commitment to St. Mark to be 

carried out. Your offering through Simply Giving can be withdrawn weekly, semi-monthly, 

monthly or any number of ways. Forms can be found at the Welcome Center, or through the 

church office, or by visiting www.stmarktoledo.com and clicking on “Give” at the top of the 

page. 
 

FOOD PANTRY – We are currently looking for donations of 11 oz. cans of soup. You can 

drop off your donations in the bin in the church lobby. Thank you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
At St. Mark, we glorify Jesus Christ when we KNOW, LIVE, 

and SHARE the Word. 
 

We KNOW the Word through study of the Bible, worship, and developing and 
nurturing relationships with Jesus and others. 

 

We LIVE the Word through prayer, perseverance, 
and the power of the Spirit. 

 

We SHARE the Word by boldly crossing boundaries, welcoming all. 


