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East Toledo Parish Proposal

As we have all learned during the past ten months, life can turn upside down in a moment.  Yet, as the re-
strictions and conflicts related to COVID-19 have unfolded, we have been exploring some new models for 
ministry when we are able to return to our new normal.

“Church” everywhere has changed in the last 50 years.  We live in a society in which very few people have 
formal church affiliations, and there is at least one full generation in which many children have no church ex-
posure.  This is very different from the world in which I grew up, in which virtually everyone went to church 
on Sunday and the church was the center of social activity for many.

Although the position of “church” in the world has changed, the message of the gospel is more needed now 
than it has ever been.  As followers of Jesus, we carry the message of grace and hope and help into the world, 
not to benefit ourselves, but because we are called to care for others.

For at least twenty years, it has seemed important to be in collaboration with other churches in East Toledo, 
and we never have managed to make that happen in any lasting way.  Now, in collaboration with other 
churches, we have an opportunity to make a difference in East Toledo for the gospel.  We (along with all the 
residents, businesses, and churches around us) are part of a “parish,” a geographic area that is our specific 
mission field.  And while most of our members live in suburban areas, God placed us in this exact location in 
1884, and much of our immediate outreach is here.

In partnership with the Northwestern Ohio Synod and Bethlehem Lutheran Church, we have an opportunity to 
nurture the ongoing traditions and patterns here at St. Mark, to care for our people, and to increase our pres-
ence in the community.    In addition to the staff here at St. Mark (Pastor Giller, Emily Hemminger, Ryan 
Erard, Kelda Vernatter, Kim Fletcher, Cheryl Dunlap), Pastor Cindy Ritter and soon-to-be Pastor Jake 
Nekoranec are involved in conversations as we develop this concept of an East Toledo Parish.  Pastor Ritter 
has been called to Bethlehem on a part-time basis, and would be available to St. Mark for pastoral care (visits, 
funerals, worship leadership).   Pastor Nekoranec will be issued a joint three-year term call from St. Mark, 
Bethlehem, and the NW Ohio Synod to serve as East Toledo Parish pastor, and coordinate ongoing outreach 
efforts.  In order for this to happen, all three parties (St. Mark, Bethlehem, and the NW Ohio Synod) need to 
vote to issue this call.

This is a new venture, and we are looking at a three-year plan to focus our efforts and provide points for eval-
uation. There would be a supervisory board composed of folks from Bethlehem, St. Mark, and the Synod. If
other area churches want to be part of this, the design will be open-ended enough to encourage their participa-
tion.  We have been looking at other joint ministries in the area to design the plan and avoid common pitfalls.  
Day-to-day ministry at St. Mark should not look dramatically different than it does now, although Pastor 
Giller will be spending more energy shaping this mission.

(Continued on the next page)



Tune in weekdays at 5:00 PM on the St. 
Mark Facebook Page for a short         

meditation and prayer.

In terms of financial responsibility, again, the costs 
would be shared.  I would expect to offer Pastor Rit-
ter $10,000 annually, and the parish pastor $7,000 
annually.  In a very “God-moment” development, I 
received word from Sherry Willer Krieger that she 
and her brothers, Roger and David, would like to con-
tribute $4,000 a year for three years from the Rudolf 
and Florence Willer Memorial Scholarship if St. 
Mark will come up with the remaining $3,000 to total 
the $7,000.  Pastor Rudy and Flo were passionate 
about evangelism and outreach, and it is an honor that 
their children would allow us to collaborate in this 
ministry with them.

Bethlehem would also contribute $7,000 to the parish 
pastor position, as would the NW Ohio Synod.  Our 
St. Mark Finance Board and Church Council have 
voted to fund these two positions through a combina-
tion of $10,000 from the annual endowment fund dis-
bursement and $3,000 from the Memorial Fund, for 
the years 2021, 2022 and 2023.  This means that none 
of the funding will come out of our general operating 
budget.

This is an exciting opportunity to use some of the 
tools we already have, to move ahead with new ways 
of doing ministry, and to explore the mission God has 
for East Toledo.

At the congregation’s annual meeting on January 24, 
the congregation will need to vote on proceeding with 
this arrangement.  Since Church Council has already 
approved it and discussed the funding plan, the mo-
tion can read as follows:

…that St. Mark Lutheran Church proceed with the 
East Toledo Parish Plan, hiring Pastor Cindy Ritter 
for additional pastoral support and issuing a joint 
call to Pastor Jake Nekoranec, in collaboration with 
the Northwestern Ohio Synod and Bethlehem Luther-
an Church.

If you have questions about this, please contact Pastor 
Giller, Tom Ritter, or Sherry Krieger.  We will have 
opportunity to answer questions at the Annual Meet-
ing on Jan. 24 at 10:15 a.m.

Annual Meeting 2021

Our annual meeting for St. Mark will take place 
on January 24 at 10:15 a.m., following our 9 a.m. 
service. Because we need to vote on the East To-
ledo Parish Plan (see page 1), we will conduct the 

meeting both in person and on Facebook Live. 
We will practice social distancing and masking in 
the sanctuary, and will simultaneously take ques-
tions from Facebook viewers. In the interest of 
keeping our time together abbreviated, we will 

only review the 2021 budget and discuss the East 
Toledo Parish Plan. The usual reports will be 

available in print form and online, but will not be 
presented or discussed on January 24. Thank you 

for your cooperation and understanding.

Spire E-mail Delivery 

Last month we experienced some problems with 
our email delivery of the spire.  Some may have 
gotten duplicates copies of the spire and some 

where it looked like it came from me (Tom Rit-
ter).  To fix this problem, we’ve switched over 
to a new server and as a result, the spire will 
start coming from a different email address 

(stmarknewsletters@gmail.com).



RHODA KESLING by Barry & Ann Ramlow, 
Rosanne Babiuch, Michael Livingston, James 
& Angela Sigurdson, Larry & Nancy Oberdorf, 
Al & Cheri Summers.

JAMES KLEWER by Barbara Curry, Al & 
Cheri Summers, Bob & Kathy Agoston.

BETTY KUSIAN by Reed & Dianna 
Reamsnyder, Michael Livingston, North West-
ern Ohio Pythian Planning, Jean Snyder, Barry 
& Ann Ramlow.

MARK LIMMER by David & Carla Klingel-
hafer, Les & Martha Limmer.

CHRISTOPHER FUELLING age 28, died          
November 27th.

BETTY KUSIAN age 95, died December 23rd.

RICHARD ISBELL age 85, died December 27th.

MEMORIALS

Join our St. Mark Youth as we chase after Jesus this new year!

SMASH Kids (PreK-Grade 5)
Join us weekly for fun video lessons, activity challenges, coloring pages, and more! Find our online com-
munity at facebook.com/stmarkkids, and view all of our virtual Sunday School materials 
at stmarktoledo.com/kids-ministry. Contact Emily to join our mailing list to be the first to learn about our 
exciting activities.

Confirmation678 (Grades 6-8)
You're just in time to dive into our Discipleship year in Confirmation678! Learn more about your faith 
with biweekly virtual lessons and Zoom or in-person hang outs. More information available 
at stmarktoledo.com/confirmation

EDGE Youth Group (Grades 6-12)
This is a community of friends & faith that you don't want to miss out on! Join us each Wednesday at 
8:00pm on Zoom to check-in with each other, play some games, have a short devotion, and pray. All are 
welcome! Join our Facebook group at facebook.com/edgesmlc, & follow us on Instagram @stmark_edge.

Questions about our youth & family ministries? Contact Emily Hemminger 
at emilyinministry@gmail.com.

Thank you, St. Mark family, for 

your cards, prayers, and         

memorials when we lost Keith’s 

dad. Your support sustained us 

through difficult times.

-Keith & Cathy Klewer



DECEMBER WEEKLY GIVING TOTALS

12/06/20 - 12/11/20

Envelope Offerings: 3,595.00

Simply Giving: $1,875.00

Total: $5,470.00

12/13/20 - 12/18/20

Envelope Offerings: $3,791.00

Simply Giving: $3,069.00

Total: $6,860.00

12/20/20 - 12/25/20

Envelope Offerings: $1,353.00

Simply Giving: $2,995.00

Total: $4,348.00

12/27/20 - 01/01/21

Envelope Offerings: $8,422.00

Simply Giving: $5,404.00

Total: $13,826.00

Weekly amount needed to 
meet annual budget: $6,807.00

EDGE 6-12 grade youth meet Wednesday 
nights at 8 P.M. (virtually & in-person).      

Contact Emily with questions at                   
emilyinministry@gmail.com

Thank you for your generous donations to our neighbor-
hood ministry! Reminder: we are NOT accepting any 

clothing, books or magazines at this time. We welcome 
clean, gently used kitchen and household items. Your 

donations can be placed on the pew in the elevator lobby 
or on the pews downstairs in the Sunday School area. 
Please text Cathy at 419-260-3169 if you leave several 

items, or tell Ryan in the office. We welcome volunteers 
from 3:30-6:00 on the last Wednesday of the month.

We would like to thank you all for the amazing 
turnout in toy donations. The Avengers          

Motorcycle Club were very pleased with our 
help to make Christmas a more joyful one for 

less fortunate children in Toledo.



DONATE THROUGH AMAZON SMILE!

When you shop on amazon.com, amazon will do-
nate a percent of the purchase to St. Mark Luther-
an Church. It’s easy and it does not cost extra or 

take away any value from your account. Visit 
smile.amazon.com, sign in with your amazon.com 
credentials and choose St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Toledo as the organization to donate to.

VANCO is a service that we use for you to eas-
ily donate from the comfort of your home. We
also refer to it as “Simply Giving”. You can set 
up a direct debit from your bank account for a 
one time donation, or schedule a weekly dona-
tion plan, or ever donate with your credit card. 
We have been safely using this service for sev-
eral years and it has been an easy way for our 

congregation to continue to help support the St. 
Mark Ministries. To set up your online dona-
tion, visit www.stmarktoledo.com and in the 

top bar, choose “More” then choose “Donate” 
and set up your account. 

MAIL IN DONATIONS

If you would rather mail in a donation 
to the church, please send it to:

St. Mark Lutheran Church
611 Woodville Rd.
Toledo, OH 43605

“CIRCLE OF FRIENDS” 
Recorded by Keith Klewer

“Circle of Friends” is a CD comprised of 
musician friends of St. Mark. A compila-

tion of recordings over the last several 
years put together by Keith Klewer. To get 
your copy, stop in the St. Mark Office be-
tween the hours of 9AM - 3PM Monday 
through Friday. Cost of the CD is a free 

will donation of your choice. All proceeds 
will go towards supporting the St. Mark 

Youth Group.


