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SPIRE 
Dear friends in Christ: 

As we continue to navigate this new landscape of social distancing and difficult decision-making, please know how 
very much you are missed!  When I record the “Pause for Prayer” which happens on weekdays at 5:00 p.m., or 
gather with the skeleton crew who provides online worship on Sundays at 10:00 a.m., the empty sanctuary cries out 
to be filled with joyfully gathered believers. 

Thank you so much for your faithful support and encouragement.  For those of you who have mailed in your 
offerings or given online, your support for the mission of St. Mark is appreciated.  If you have not yet explored 
online or automated giving, it is easy to do that through the “Donations” tab on the www.stmarktoledo.com 
website, by making arrangements with your bank for a weekly or monthly draft from your bank account, or by 
calling Kerry in the church office to set up a Simply Giving plan.  Thus far, our finances appear to be stable, 
although we were roughly $20,000 in the red before this whole COVID-19 crisis began.  Financial figures for 
March are in this Spire.  The Finance Board and Church Council made the decision to apply for the Paycheck 
Protection Program, anticipating a major drop in revenue in the near future.  Our application is on hold, pending 
new funding from the federal government.  It would be AMAZING if we did not need to use these funds because of 
your generous offerings.  Please commit that to prayer. 

Church Council has continued to meet via Zoom on our regular meeting night and for special concerns.  On 
Tuesday afternoons, Tom Ritter and I are in a meeting with other synod pastors and leaders and Bishop Daniel 
Beaudoin.  The Bishop updates us regularly on issues related to the new challenges we are facing.  The synod staff 
has assembled a team of medical professionals and community leaders in the synod to begin to develop a “Parish 
Plan of Return,” to guide us as we begin to move back to normalcy.   On the Sunday after Easter, the Bishop and 
his staff offered a lovely online worship option so that our worship/technology team could have a Sabbath. 

When we are able to worship together in person again, there will be changes that need to be made.  We will 
continue to offer online streaming worship in some form (and huge thanks to Brandon and Ann Kinsman and Emily 
Hemminger for being the driving force behind our current online experience.)  We will need to practice appropriate 
social distancing for some time, until we are assured by the medical community that it is okay to loosen up.  On a 
typical Sunday morning, that would mean we space ourselves in the sanctuary, refrain from shaking hands and 
hugging, examine our communion practices and carefully sanitize our worship and education spaces.  It will be a 
big adjustment, but I know that we can do it. 

In this time of challenge and stress, our Bishop reminded us to evaluate our days not by what we are failing to do, 
but by what we are able to do.  I am so blessed to be part of this community of believers.  It has been a joy to see 
you reach out to each other, “join” me daily for the Pause for Prayer, offer feedback and encouragement on the 
worship services.  God is our refuge and strength, and He has been holding us through this time.  Because God is 
faithful, we can also be faithful. 

 

 
 

KNITZ GREENHOUSE FLOWER SALE MAY 1-10 
Support our St. Mark Youth Ministry by getting ready for spring at Knitz Greenhouse! Shop at Knitz Greenhouse 
anytime between May 1-10 and say "St. Mark Youth" at check out to give 15% of your total order to our ministry! 
Cash, credit, and checks are accepted. Knitz Greenhouse is located at 8865 Arquette Rd in Oregon, OH. Don't 
forget to let them know that you're from St. Mark! 



 
FORT FAMILY NIGHT 

Wednesdays are for you & your family! Join us from 7-7:20pm on Zoom & the St. Mark Youth Facebook page for 
Fort Family Night - a virtual blanket fort party for ALL AGES with activities, conversation, Bible time, and music! 
From 8-9:15pm, our 6-12 grade students meet on Zoom to check-in, play games, sing worship songs, do a short 
Bible study, and pray. Contact Emily Hemminger at emilyinministry@gmail.com for Zoom information each week! 
 

GOLF OUTING UPDATE 
Our EDGE Summer Team is paying close attention to the COVID-19 response in Ohio and in Michigan (where 
Legacy Golf Club is located) and will release a final decision on the Golf Outing soon. If we are able to safely host 
the Golf Outing, it will likely look different than past years due to our interrupted preparation time and the desire to 
keep all participants safe. Are you a regular participant in the St. Mark Youth Golf Outing? We would love to have 
your input as we make this difficult decision! 

 

 

 

FINANCIALS 

 
 MARCH 2020  MARCH 2019 

Income 25,867.90 28,524.06 

Expenses 22,211.32 29,047.38 
 $3,656.58 ($523.32) 

(spent less than income) (spent more than income) 

UNDER BUDGET SPENDING for month : $8,610.43 

(monthly budget minus actual) Under Budget 27.94% 

REMAINING ANNUAL BUDGET : $4,868.66 

(annual budget minus actual) Under Budget 5.1% 

      YEAR TO DATE:  
2020 

 
2019 

Income 72,031.49 73,432.42 

Expenses 90,679.92 95,745.55 

(18,648.43) (22,313.13) 

(spent more than income) (spent more than income) 
 

 

A LOSS IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 

William Patterson age 69, died April 20. 
Interment Restlawn Memorial Park. 


